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“Martin Luther” Film World Premiere 


Minneapolis —0— Opened May 4 
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A DRAMATIC MOMENT — POSTING THE 95 THESES 


British Actor Niall MacGinnis as Luther 
For Story See Pages 8—9—10 


Part of a group of 45 people recent- 


ly received into Valley Lutheran 
Church, No. Hollywood, Calif., Adolph 
Kloth, pastor. This mission congre- 
gation, 6 years old April 27th, is pres- 
ently planning expansion of its facili- 
ties to include the main sanctuary, of- 
fices, and additional S. S. class rooms. 


Record Attendance at Faith Luther- 
an, Castro Valley, Calif. It was a thrill- 
ing experience to see 411 children at- 
tend our Faith Lutheran Sunday 
School in Castro Valley, Easter morn- 
ing; and 523 adults at our Divine Ser- 
vice, and 14 new members received in- 
to the congregation. On Good Friday 
evening the three area Lutheran 
churches held joint services with their 
combined choirs. Faith Lutheran of 
Castro Valley, U.E.L.C., Christ Luther- 
an of San Lorenzo, Aug., and Epiphany 
Lutheran of San Leandro, U.L.C.A., 
and Dr. Rev. Harry Mumm gave the 
Meditation. Our young people join- 
ed the United Christian Youth Move- 
ment in Joint Sunrise Services at Las- 
sen Heights, with Miss Karna Jean Ol- 
son representing Faith Lutheran Youth, 
on the program. The growth in our 
valley was witnessed by the wonder- 
ful attendance at all our churches. As 
the return to religion grows and be- 
comes articulate, so will our strength 
grow to fight dictators who have set 
themselves up in place of God, here 
and abroad. 


The Women’s Missionary Society 
was hostess to Miss Hildegaard Swan- 
son, a Lutheran Missionary, recently 


THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN. 


United Evangelical Lutheran Church, 


Official Organ of the 
published 


THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 


returned from India on furlough, the 
week after Easter. With her lecture 
she showed interesting colored slides. 


On April 14th, the Missionary ‘So- 
ciety chartered a Greyhound bus and 
invited the women of Epiphany and 
Christ Lutheran Church to join them 
in a unified orientation trip to the 
Northern California Lutheran Welfare 
Good Shepherd Society Richmond 
plant, (72 miles round trip) where 
clothing, clocks, metals, rags, and sal- 
vage of all sorts are collected. After 
the needy are supplied the balance is 
converted into cash through resale at 
rock bottom prices to help the needy, 
handicapped, visit prisons, jails, hos- 
pitals, and carry on all other phases of 
Welfare work. Dr. Edward J. Mattson 
and Board Members explained the 
need of financial help to carry on Lu- 
theran Welfare work, and this is one 
way of doing so. 


The picture on the first page as well 
as the pictures and the article on pages 
8-9-10 have been made available to The 
Ansgar Lutheran through the courtesy 
of the Lutheran Herald of the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church. 


Council Bluffs, Iowa, Rev. V. N. 
Carlsen, pastor. 50 new members were 
received into the church on March 15. 


Pastor C. M. Videbeck preached his 
farewell sermon at Brooklyn, N. Y., 
April 12. A farewell supper was held 
for him and his family the same eve- 
ning, at which time he received a sub- 
stantial money gift from the congre- 
gation. Pastor Videbeck left the next 
day for his new call at Atlantic, Iowa, 
where he was installed Sunday, April 
19. The following farewell message 
was read to the Videbecks at the 
Brooklyn farewell party. 


The far off State of Iowa, the home of 
golden corn, 


Where many Danish-Americans had 
the privilege to be born, 


Has numerous famous citizens, 
none who can compare 
With those who by tomorrow will be 

on their way out there. 

We're grieved to have them leave us 
for the distant western plain. 
Our deep and heartfelt loss will be 

Iowa’s wonderful gain. 
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We thank them for their kindr 
their faithful work and love. 
May God reward them when f 
reach the heavenly home above 


—Ida Johnso! 


Washington Island, Wis. Easter 1] 
1953 was a wonderful day at Tr. 
Lutheran with our dear old Pas 
Krogh serving us. The Luther f 
guers began the day with a Suni 
service on the northeast shore of 1 
Island followed by a _ breakfast 
gether at the John Jessen home. 7 
the S. S. hour a short program } 
given by the children to a full chu 
Many more came for the church § 
vice to hear the wonderful Easter m 
sage and the special Easter music. 
offering of over $500 was received 
the Building Fund. 


Peter A. Pilegard, Easton, Calif. 


Peter A. Pilegard of Easton, Ca 
passed away February 4, 1953 in Fi 
no, at the age of 84. Born in Sa 
holt-Lgndelse, Funen, Aug. 4, 1868 
came to Fresno in 1888. He mai 
Dagmar Meyer of Copenhagen Dee. 
1897. ‘She had come to this countr 
1893. They joined Immanuel Luth 
under the pastorate of Rev. Andrea 
although they had attended sev 
years before. He was one of the old 
members of Immanuel. He serve 
chairman of the congregation b 
ning in 1910 and continued for mi 
years. Besides this office he held 1 
office of secretary and deacon, @ 
taught Sunday school. The afters 
fects of Spanish influenza during 1 
first World War brought about his ° 
linquishment of all offices and 4 
farm as well. The heart condition 
companying this was the final cal 
of his death. But Peter Pilegard 
his wife were always in their custe 
ary place in the worship service @ 
continued in their interest until * 
Pilegard’s passing. He was one of | 
“quiet in the land” who never was 
hamed to witness for His Lord. F 
al services were held February 7, 
with Pastor O. V. Magnussen offi 
ing. Besides Mr. Pilegard’s wife, th 
brothers survive him: Robert of . 
toga, Calif., Chris of Easton, and 
of Denmark. 

The Community Lutheran Church 
Geneva, Minn., Rev. J. E. Anders 
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11, 1953 
itorials and Comments 


i MERGER SITUATION RIGHT NOW 


t our recent visit to Toronto, Ont., Canada, a layman 
to us, “Can’t you write an editorial on a half page or 
at explains the merger situation? I suppose that if 
all the back copies about the merger over the past 


! ere then in short is the historic development so far: 
t the Fresno Convention in 1948, a motion was passed 
our church which asked that steps be taken to merge 
American Lutheran Conference Churches into one 
irch. 
"his was discussed by the five church bodies of the con- 
rence, The American Lutheran, the Augustana Luther- 
The Lutheran Free Church, the Evangelical Luther- 
and the United Ev. Lutheran Church. Three church 
ies showed interest, The American Lutheran, The 
angelical Lutheran, and our own synod. In 1949 our 
.od then passed a motion calling for merger negoti- 
ons of the three bodies. These bodies appointed com- 
‘tees and a mode of procedure was drawn up and 
ed by these bodies in 1950. 


t was decided, however, to extend an invitation to the 
o other groups of the American Lutheran Conference, 
= Augustana Lutheran and the Lutheran Free Church. 
Sy accepted the invitation. 
“hese five groups met in 1950, 1951 and 1952 and drew 
the United Testimony on Life and Faith. This 
sument showed that the churches are in doctrinal 
reement. 


At the conventions in 1952, four bodies approved the 
iited Testimony. The Augustana Lutheran Church 
. not approve it except in substance. The Augustana 
ittheran Church also refused to join in further negoti- 
hns unless these were made to include all Lutheran 
urches of America. 

e four groups regretted that Augustana withdrew, 
these four bodies are now continuing to work out a 
'n of organization for the new church. There are 36 
in on the Joint Union Committee, nine from each 
lurch. They are at present working in subcommittees 
‘ich will report in the Fall of this year and early in 
4. It is then planned that a tentative plan of organi- 
tion can be submitted to the church conventions of the 
ur church bodies in 1954. 


SIT TO WASHINGTON, D.C. 


Your editor attended the annual meeting of the Associ- 
.d Church Press at Washington, D. C. the week after 
ster, It is an organization of some 120 Protestant edi- 
-s of the United States and Canada, representing 120 


itors simply meet to discuss the problems that are per- 
‘ent to their job and to the times in which the papers 


we to be edited. 
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The meeting was intensely interesting. When we were 
there last we met President Truman. This time it was 
Kisenhower. The President spoke about the need of the 
church press. Without Christianity, he said, we cannot 
beat communism. He told the editors that he was glad 
that we are on our toes, and wished more power to us 
in the increased number of subscribers. 

It was natural that the congressional investigations of 
un-American activities were discussed. We all agreed 
that any citizen may be investigated, and that the con- 
gress has a duty to carry on this work. But we also 
agreed that such investigations should not be directed 
at classes or groups of people, whether they be educa- 
tors, ministers, or plumbers. Much investigation has not 
been based on facts but on mere rumors. Saul K. Padover 
recently wrote in the New School Bulletin the following 
article which we quote from the Des Moines Register: 


We are now witnessing in America the strangest spectacle 
of some members of congress acting as if they had total sov- 
ereign rights and the citizens none. We see committees of 
congress invading areas (belief, education, etc.) hitherto 
held inviolable in a democracy; punishing for unpopular op- 
inions held in the past; denying citizens those basic protec- 
tions—the right to counsel, the right to self-defense, the right 
to cross-examine accusers—that are guaranteed in all civi- 
lized countries. 


In the presence of the congressional torquemadas the citi- 
zen finds himself helpless, confused, afraid and, occasionally, 
angry. ‘He discovers suddenly that he does not know enough 
about his own constitutional rights, that he has too long tak- 
en his democratic heritage for granted, that he does not quite 
understand the limits of his own rights and of those to whom 
he has delegated power for two or six years. 


* * * * 


For purpose of clarification, I make three general state- 
ments regarding the current epidemic of inquisitoritis: 

1. The Congress has a right and duty to investigate any- 

thing, provided it helps in the enactment of legislation. 


Without such power, the congress could not function as 
a democratic instrument and the people would be in danger 
of becoming victims of executive or military tyranny. 


2. Public opinion should not go overboard and call for a 
curtailment of the congressional right of investigation. 


But public opinion should insist that congressional 
committees be confined strictly to carefully defined and 
clearly formulated legislative goals. Before the torquema- 
das are let loose upon us, we should be informed by responsi- 
ble congressional leaders the precise legislative aim and pur- 
pose of any investigation. 


3 The public should mobilize all available organs of opinion 
and compel congress to adopt civilized rules of investi- 
gatory behavior. 


Those rules should be clear, exact and made known, 
and should be designed for the protection of the citizen, as 
provided for in the Bill of Rights and in all the judicial courts 
of the land. 


* * * * 


In sum, despite the current excesses and abuses of the 
headline hunters, we must not in any way try to undermine 
or curtail the congressional power to investigate. We must 
only do to it what we do to a wild river—curb and canalize 
it for purposes that would be useful to the country in general 
and fair to the citizen in particular. 


For let us not for a moment permit ourselves to forget that 
we are still a democracy and the citizen still has “inherent 
and inalienable” rights under the Constitution. Let the con- 
gress also be reminded that it is only the servant of the citi- 
zen, and not his master or bully. 
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Bells and Bullets in Jerusalem 


By Dr. Edwin Moll 
Director, Near East Branch, Lutheran World Federation 


As recently as 1948 when Arabs and Jews were locked 
in desperate conflict there were times that the balmy air 
above the Holy City of Jerusalem was riven by the 
strangest of cacophonies. Simultaneously sirens screamed 
alarms to the populace to take cover, bullets whistled 
overhead and splashed against stone buildings, dull de- 
tonations told that shells were falling, the clump of hob- 
nailed shoes on cobble-stones and agitated shouting an- 
nounced that soldiers were scurrying to their stations. It 
might be morning of the Lord’s day but the battle was 
on, nevertheless. 


Nothing daunted, muezzins climbed the steep steps of 
minarets to call the faithful to prayer. Nothing dare 
prevent this from being done five times in every 24 hours 
and one of these times had come. Bells, church bells, 
loosed their iron tongues to summon the followers of 
Christ to Christian altars—the odd metallic clanging of 
the Greek Orthodox bells in the squat tower of the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre, “Keeping time, time, time 
in a sort of Runic rhyme;” the molten-golden notes of the 
bells in numerous Roman Catholic steeples and convents; 
the methodical tolling of single bells in Armenian, Cop- 
tic, Syrian and Abyssinian monasteries, reminiscent of 
the bells on railroad engines in the U.S.A. Bullets and 
bells! Sirens and songs! War and worship! All mixed 
together in an ear-splitting, terrifying, maniacal medley. 
How truly wrote Daniel Defoe: 


“Wherever God erects a house of prayer, 
The devil always builds a chapel there; 
And ’twill be found upon examination, 
The latter has the largest congregation.” 


To him that has sharp ears could be heard through and 
above this frenzied tumult the bells of the Lutheran 
Church of the Redeemer. There are no finer bells in the 
Holy Land than the three which are housed in the impos- 
ing white-stone campanile tower of the Church of the 
Redeemer in the very heart of the ancient walled-in city 
of Jerusalem—the one richly deep-voiced, the second 
mellow, the third sweetly silvery. The three are blended 
in perfect harmony. 


“What a gush of euphony voluminously swells” as, in 
good days and evil, in fair weather and foul, they open 
their iron throats and, in the Master’s stead, invite and 
urge: “Let us not forsake the assembling of ourselves 
together as the manner of some is.” “Blessed are they 
that hear the word of God, and keep it.” “Come for all 
things are ready.” And the people responded and still 
respond. 


The glory of our Lutheran Church in the Holy Land 
has been and continues to be unfaltering loyalty and 
courage. Where very few of her members might have 
quailed and fled, proving the exception to the rule, others 
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quickly filled the gaps and still others came to swell 1 
size of the Sunday congregations. 

Confirmation classes rapidly grew. A choir of 30 vo 
enriched the services. Children came in increasing nu 
bers to Sunday School. Auxiliaries such as a You 
People’s Society and a Ladies Aid sprang into bet 
When some gifted pen writes the epic record of heroi 
and loyalty made by our church in foreign lands in™ 
cent convulsive years—in China, Japan, New Guinea € 
—a small chapter will surely be given to the Luthe1 
Church in the Holy Land. } 


All of which demonstrates again the mystical, dynam 
overcoming power that floods human hearts in which 
Holy Spirit is allowed to take up His abode. “Ye sh 
receive power after that the Holy Ghost has come uf 
you and ye shall be witnesses unto Me.” Is it not 
times of testing—and the more iniquitous and peril 
the times, the surer the test—that the dross is burned ¢ 
of the gold and that faith is given the opportunity ~ 
shine forth most brightly. " 

What does this that I have written mean to you! 
what particular concern is it to you, except as a st 
more or less thrilling? Surely, you are gratified @ 
valiant Arab hands have been and are holding on hi 
the flag of Calvary in the very heart of the City whe 
our Saviour wrought the redemption of mankind. E 
your interest reaches deeper than gratification—it is p 
ticipation, though you may be little aware of it! 4 
story is simple. 

Practically all of our people are refugees. They we 
exiled from their homes together with 890,000 otk 
Arabs to make room for the State of Israel. They 1 
everything, homes, shops, orange groves, olive tr 
sheep, donkeys, etc. They are now dependent on 
Near East Branch of the Lutheran World Federa 
which, through Lutheran World Action, provides th 
work, if possible, food, medicines and education. 3 

Were it not for your gifts there would be no hands 
ring the bells to summon the people to God’s Hous 
there would be no Pastor to break the Bread of Li 
there would be no organized, flourishing congregation 
life. Lutheran World Action makes that possible. A 
Lutheran World Action is you in action—with your de 
cated and sacrificial gifts of money, clothing, foodstu 
and medicines. E 

The more you give, the more far-flung will be the v 
ness of Christ, the more bodies will be healed, clot 
and fed, the more lives will be saved. To you the appe 
of Lutheran World Action may sometimes be an age 
vation, to millions of suffering, deeply-wronged peo 
overseas Lutheran World Action is a saving angel. — 

Also in Bethlehem, the little town in which Almig 
God, for our sakes, became a tiny human baby, and E 
Jala, a picturesque village adjoining Bethlehem, th 
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tures in 1,059 Languages ~ 


e part of the Bible has been 
ished in 1,059 languages and dia- 
| as of December 31, 1952, accord- 
o a statement issued by the Amer- 
Bible Society. 

ages in which the whole 
Bible has been published 197 
Zuages in which a complete 
Testament has been published 257 
puages in which at least a 
NGospel or other whole book 


f as been published 605 


ee 


il languages in which some 

mart of the Bible has been 

rp blished 1,059 
ne whole Bible was published for 
first time in Kololo and Mikir, lan- 
wes of Africa and of India. The 
srican Bible Society added to its 
‘of languages, two dialects spoken 
Wlexico—Huasteco and Zapateco del 
LO. 

mere are some ninety additional 
Tuages in which short passages or 
factions of passages have been pub- 
ed, but in which no complete book 
me Bible has appeared. 


mhower Called Religious 
ival Symbol 
Dlumbus, O.—President Hisenhow- 
regular attendance at Sunday 
ch services has made him a sym- 
of “a great religious reawaken- 
” his pastor, Dr. Edward L. R. El- 
of National Presbyterian church 
WWashington, said here. 
ir. Elson participated in a two-week 
Tistian Mission here which opened 
the state fairgrounds. 
We are in the beginning of a moral 
arrection and a spiritual awakening 
fa very large scale,” he said. 
ong the signs of this revival he 
pd the “vast number of sincere vet- 
s’ now studying in theological 
mols and the “tremendous sale” of 
les and other religious books. 


arch Construction 

ins 14 Percent 

Washington, D. C.—Church construc- 

in, now virtually free from govern- 
+ controls and materials shortages, 
ed a 14 percent increase during 
first quarter of 1953 over the same 

liod a year ago. 

fovernment reports said that new 

.struction valued at $103,000,000 was 
ted in January, February, and 

mch. In the first quarter of 1952 
starts totaled only $90,000,000. 

®arochial school construction gained 
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15 percent over last year’s quarter. 
Construction was started on $93,000,000 
worth of new buildings by non-pub- 
lic schools in the first three months of 
this year, compared with $81,000,000 
in the same period a year ago. 
Meanwhile, construction activity by 
non-public hospitals, orphanages, and 
other privately-supported institutions 
continued to decline. It amounted toa 
only $78,000,000 in the first quarter of 
1953, as against $97,000,000 in the first 
quarter of 1952, a 20 percent loss. 


Cornerstone Laid for Ist 
Lutheran Church in Peru 

The cornerstone of the first Luther- 
an church in Lima, Peru, was laid on 
Easter Sunday, according to Dr. Stew- 
art W. Herman; executive secretary of 
the National Lutheran Council’s Divis- 
ion of Lutheran Cooperation in Latin 
America. 


In the presence of the largest group 
of Lutherans ever assembled in the 
capital of Peru, the ceremony was held 
on a vacant lot purchased 18 months 
ago in a new residential area between 
the center of the city and its modern 
airport. 


The Negroes and the White 

We have two of everything so we 
can have someone else to blame. We 
have two political parties. We blame 
the communists and they blame the 
“capitalists”. The South blames the 
North for high freight rates and high 
federal taxes. And the northerners 
blame the South for all of our racial 
problems. 

Most church forums and youth dis- 
cussion groups in the North sooner or 
later get around to racial segregation 
and discrimination in the South. 

During the last 15 years over 2,800,000 
Negroes have migrated to the north- 
ern states. Over 5,000,000 Negroes now 
live among the northerners who are 
still blaming the South. 

During the ten years, 1940-1950, the 
Negro population in Michigan increas- 
ed 112 per cent, Illinois 66 per cent, 
and all the northern states together 54 
per cent. 

Any Christian in a northern city 
with a missionary purpose and a demo- 
cratic spirit need not wait on the racial 
attitude in the South. He can begin 
now working with his newly-arrived 
Negro neighbors. 


Negro Pastors 
During the past year I have travelled 
twelve thousand miles visiting Negro 
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pastors in the South, spending from 
one to three days in each parish. I se- 
lected 20 of the most successful pastors 
and wrote a story of their work. 


They serve an average of three 
churches with a combined average 
membership of 749 per pastor, and they 
have an average of 27 converts per 
year. 


Highteen of these 20 minsters are 
helping their members buy farms and 
homes. One pastor has helped six of 
his families buy farms, another helped 
eight, another 13, another 15, and one 
pastor helped 33 people buy land. 

Eighteen of the 20 pastors fought 
for school improvement for their col- 
lored pupils. Fourteen of them led in 
the building of new school plants. 
Fourteen of these pastors are or have 
been teaching in the public schools of 
their parish. 

The 96-page report with 119 photo- 
graphs giving the stories of the work 
of these pastors, is entitled “Go Down, 
Moses” and is sent out on request by 
the Rural Department, Drew Semin- 
ary, Madison, New Jersey. 

Ralph A. Felton 


Batak Church Adds 40 Pastors, 
Increases Ministerium 50% 

Sipoholon, Sumatra—The ministeri- 
um of the Batak Protestant Christian 
Church of Indonesia was increased al- 
most 50 per cent when forty pastors 
were ordained at an impressive ser- 
vice here on March 22. 

Two representatives of the Lutheran 
World Federation, of which the Batak 
Church became a member last sum- 
mer, participated in the solemn ordin- 
ation rite, Dr. N. Arne Bendtz of the 
United States and Dr. Samuel Devane- 
san of South India. 

Both serve as professors at the Ba- 
tak Theological Seminary in Sipoholon, 
on appointment by the Commission on 
Younger Churches and Orphaned Mis- 
sions of the National Lutheran Coun- 
cil in the U. S. 

This ceremony completed the first 
period of cooperation between the Ba- 
tak Church and the LWF in the field 
of theological training. During the 
past three years, American and Indian 
personnel have been loaned to the Ba- 
tak Church to help prepare its increas- 
ing numbers of ministerial candidates. 

Ephorus Justin Sihombing, leader of 
the Batak Church, told the new pastors 
that the people of South East Asia “are 
ready to respond to a spirit-filled mes- 
sage.” He said the Batak Church must 
take advantage of the opportunities to 
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consolidate what has already been won 
and to spread the Christian faith in 
others parts of this vast area. 

The 6000,000 members of the Batak 
Church are organized into 1,006 con- 
gregations, served by 130 pastors, of 
whom 10 are in administrative or 
teaching positions and 120, including 
the newest additions, are parish pas- 
tors. Even with the latest increase, 
the Bataks have only one pastor for 
each nine congregations, but a pro- 
gram is now underway by which it is 
hoped to reduce this ratio sharply in 
the reasonable future. 

To become a full-fledged pastor or 
“pandita” in the Batak Church usually 
requires 21 to 25 years of preparation. 
This includes six years in elementary 
grades, three years in junior high 
school, four years of teacher training, 
six to ten years of actual experience as 
a teacher-evangelist and two final years 
in theological seminary. Most gradu- 
ates range in age from 27 to 31 years. 


‘Back to God’ Day 
Move Grows 


Rolla, Mo.—This community has 
joined with Springfield and St. Louis 
in planning “Back to God” activities 
on May 1 under the auspices of Ameri- 
can Legion posts. 

Parades in which various religious 
groups have been asked to participate 


will highlight the observance in all 
three Missouri cities. 
The “Back to God” parades were 


conceived by the Missouri Regional 
Department of the American Legion 
in an effort to transform May Day 
from a purely left-wing celebration, as 
it has been in the past, into a religious 
festival. 

Springfield Legion officials have 
urged communities throughout the na- 
tion to adopt the program. Parade 
committees in both Springfield and St. 
Louis have asked their mayors to en- 
dorse the action and urge citizens to 
support “Back to. God Day.” 

In Rolla, the executive committee of 
the Phelps County Protective Associ- 
ation, a crime prevention and study 
group, has endorsed the new May Day 
activity. 


Indian Officials Warn 
on Evangelizing Policy 


New Delhi—India will insist that 
foreign missionaries comply with the 
country’s policy of limiting evangeli- 
eal work to natives, two government 
officials told the Upper House of Par- 
liament. 

Mr. Katju said that “if missionaries 
come here for evangelical work, the 
sooner they stop it, the better.” 
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He said everyone in India was free 
to propagate his religion, but the gov- 
ernment did not want people from 
other countries to come to India to do 
such work. 


Earlier, Mr. Datar told the House 
that there are 65 Roman Catholic and 
50 Protestant missionary societies 
working in India. 

He said the societies should carry 
on educational, medical, philanthropic, 
rural, and social “uplift” work and 
not take part in politics. 

The two officials indicated that all 
missionaries seeking entry into India 
knew the limitations imposed upon 
them and agreed to them. 

Mr. Katju said, “If any missionary 
breaks his agreement he acts in a very 
reprehensible manner and that has 
been made quite clear to missionaries 
working here.” 

A similar view on the work of fo- 
reign missionaries in India was previ- 
ously expressed by Prime Minister 
Nehru who said political necessity 
suggests that foreign evangelical mis- 
sions in India should be staffed by In- 
dian workers instead of outsiders. He 
said this was particularly urgent in 
primitive border areas where the in- 
tegration of tribes into the India body 
politic is a serious problem. 

Christian missionaries of Indian 
blood, he said, would be better equip- 
ped than foreigners to impart a sense 
of Indian nationhood to these highly 
individualistic tribes as they propa- 
gate their faith. 

“In purely evangelical work, if an 
Indian does it, it is not anti-national,” 
Mr. Nehru said. “But a foreign mis- 
sionary does not present a national 
viewpoint.” . 

Both Protestant and Roman Catho- 
lic groups have been sympathetic to 
this view and have been “Indianizing” 
their church activity. 

While no restrictions have been plac- 
ed on the admission of evangelistic 
missionaries to India, the govern- 
ment’s attitude is that no missionary 
from a foreign country should be ad- 
mitted unless it has been established 
that there is no suitable Indian to per- 
form the work. Most new mission- 
aries sent to India by American Pro- 
testant boards today are “technical 
personnel,” rather than evangelists. 


Legion Commander Bids Clergy 
Be Watchmen of Liberty 


New Castle, Pa.—Appealing for 
widespread participation in the Amer- 
ican Legion’s “Back to God” move- 
ment, National Commander Lewis K. 
Gough called upon churchmen here to 
return to the “timeless preachments 
upon liberty” uttered by the clergy- 
men of colonial days. 
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He told an audience here which it) 
cluded Protestant ministers, Roma) 
Catholic priests and Jewish rabbis th 
the colonial clergymen were “watcll, 
men on liberty’s walls.” j 


v1 


: 
“Their principal wall or fort was — , 
ligion and morality,” Mr. Gough saie 
“From that wall they proclaimed 
ageless Gospel for the comfort, er 
lightenment and security of their COr: 
gregations. Their belief was grounde 
in the Scriptures and their understa éi 
ing of both human and Divine la , 
“To keep America great and goog 
we must go back to their message) 
back to God, back to the Bible, bacey 
to prayer and understanding for 
spiration for ourselves and our 


dren.” 
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The Legion commander said “ther 
can be little doubt” that America } 
going back to God and noted that moi} 
clergymen now are members of th 
Legion than ever before in its histor}, 

“We trust that their numbers ri! 
increase,” he said. “We need you, an 
we hope that you will feel that yo} 
need the American Legion.” | 


The three objectives of the “Back ¢ 
God” movement—regular church a 
tendance, daily family prayers and rt 
ligious education of children—wel 
planned, Mr. Gough said, to give th 
nation a firm base for a spiritual ré¢ 
awakening which is imperative to “di 
feat the evil influence of godless Com 
munism.” | 

“The weapons we and others 
use in the great spiritual counter-o} 
fensive,” he said, “are faith in God ani 
man, a new birth of the convictio 
verified in actual existence that lov 
is the essence of God’s life and man’ 
and a realization that brotherhood be 
longs with freedom and equality as | 
watchword of permanent, inspire 
revolution.” 

“ 

The veterans’ leader described Com 
munism as “the toughest and mos 
systematically calculated realism ¢ 
which history has any record.” 2 

“It has rejected all idealism oh 
spirituality and developed realisti 
thought and action into a science and 
black art,” he said. “We must match 
with a realism just as strong on th 
side of the physical and the materia 
it is true, but our realism must b 


more inclusive and, therefore, mor 
powerful. 5 


“America must use eve 
hold off the force of ete Con 
ism while we seek, by example, 1 
convert its followers to the philosoph 
of God’s supremacy and man’s valu 
as an individual.” . 


Subone (base of enclosure) was the name of the very 
- man who dared stand forth as a Christian and be 
ized in Hida, now about 40 years ago. He was just 
mer and a farmer’s son, there was nothing either 
y or fiery about him; slow and solid would inevit- 
7 be the words one would choose to characterize him; 
might add straightforward iand sincere. Apparently 
pig victory for the kingdom of God, and no great help 
ithe pastor. Still it is a question if any other might 
ke been of as much value for the work as this the sec- 
son from a little farmhouse on the outskirts of Hida. 
kichi was his given name, Good, and Promising, and 
as fitted him very well. 
First of all he was a witness in his own home and he 
eeded little by little to get both an older and a young- 
forother along. The younger one was, and is still, to 
se an extent, the opposite of his brothers. There is 
-e a fiery temper, that can carry him far in a good 
y as it is accompanied by a good deal of the same 
Hesty and sincerity that characterizes his older broth- 
He can get up and deliver a speech full of fire, some- 
g that would be an impossibility for either of his 
hers. When he gets started to pray he may well for- 
both himself and his surroundings as he pours out his 
_ost soul as if it was a red-hot lava-stream that simply 
to force its way out in the open. But you do not tire 
tt, you can listen to him for both 10 and 20 minutes 
tause there is an evident sincerity and an utter absence 
-ant and cant, it is a heart that talks to its Father and 
toroblems are those of every one else so that every one 
= can keep on praying with him. 
Vhen drafted as a soldier it very soon was known all 
r that he was a “Yaso” (Jesus-man). His officer call- 
[him up one day and tried to show him how wrong he 
fs, The youngster had both courage and native ability 
fanswer the officer and do it so tellingly that he just 
nd listening and he never interfered with his faith af- 
that. Nor was it very long after that he was made a 
poral, as he was both dependable and firm and ex- 
fed a good influence on those under him. 
tf we had had a Bible school at that time to which able 
lung boys could have been sent for some practical train- 
|, we should most surely have had an excellent preach- 
‘today, maybe a valuable pastor. Hida church has, 
hwever even today a very valuable layman. . 
+ was not so long after his baptism that Ryo-kichi was 
lacked by a virulent type of pneumonia. His tempera- 
re kept on running up toward 105F., he had become 
feonscious and there was a good deal ot anxiety about 
life. Then all at once he simply vanished one after- 
on as he had been left alone for a while. Where he 
H gone no one could surmise. But he had on only one 
m night-robe, and it was a cold winter day with snow 
ing all the time. | . 
Where was a little group of Christians in Hida at the 
ne and there were even three of them in the Seminary 
Kumamoto. Of these three one is at home with the 
wd, called home before he was thru with his prepara- 
mn, one is a pastor of our church in Kagoshima and the 
rd is professor in our theological seminary in Tokyo. 
is little group was called together and they at once 
‘rted out to seek for the lost one, that he would be in 


_ THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 


-J 


Seme Snapshots from Japan 


By J. M. T. Winther 
ITI. 
TSUBONE 


the neighborhood was the common idea, as he was con- 
sidered too weak to walk any distance. The ever-falling 
snow had obliterated all traces, but they went from 
house to house in all the neighborhood and sought in 
vain until late in the evening, and then they sent a tele- 
gram to us in the Seminary: Tsubone vanished, Pray! 
Prayer was certainly offered for him. 

The next day they went still farther out in all direc- 
tions, but the result was the same; he was nowhere and 
no one had seé him. An identical telegram came, and 
prayer was increased. The third day they searched the 
big river that flows thru town, and kept on far down, but 
there were no traces anywhere. The telegram was: Tsu- 
bone not yet found, Pray! The fourth day they went still 
farther out. It was very discouraging. Instead of the 
sympathy with which they had been met the first days 
there was mockery and spite: Don’t you see? Tsubone 
was the first in our town to reject our gods, now they 
have taken their vengeance on him, they are not to be 
mocked. It was hard on the little group, but it stirred 
them also. Now it was not merely to find a beloved 
brother, the very name and honor of Jesus Christ was at 
stake, they could not give up. 

When they came around the fifth day people were still 
more exultant: Our gods know to avenge themselves, 
now you cannot even find the dead body and give it a de- 
cent burial. A good funeral may compensate for many 
misfortunes, but the lack of it is the crowning dishonor 
and greatest calamity that can overtake a mortal. While 
the Christians were ready enough to admit that he must 
be dead by this time they simply saw that they had to 
search until the body was found, and so they went out 
again the sixth day. But it was the same telegram both 
the fifth and sixth days that reached us in Kumamoto. 

The seventh day came and went without any result 
and it was a very sad group that met for prayer in the 
room where Tssubone last had been seen. They decided 
that they had better stop their search for they would 
probably be unable to find the corpse until the snow had 
melted. They did not even send their usual telegram, 
but dispersed, each going to his own home. About a 
small hour later a summons came to each of them: Hurry 
up and come, Tsubone has returned! That was too good 
news to be believed. They simply had to go and see for 
themselves. And when they came to the well-known 
little home, there sat Tsubone, pale and wan, but alive 
and smiling in his own quiet way. 

There was unspeakable joy and thanksgiving and 
praise poured out from happy hearts. Some one ran and 
sent a telegram: Tsubone found. All’s well. Halleluya! 

Then he told his story. He did not know that he had 
left his home and he remembered nothing whatever 
about going anywhere. But one night he had regained 
consciousness and finding himself in unknown surround- 
ings he was filled with a nameless terror as he discov- 
ered that he was not in his home, but out in the open 
somewhere and all alone. But then he quieted down and 
prayed and must have fallen asleep again, for he was not 
aware of anything until about noon of the just past day. 

Then he was able to examine his surroundings and 
find that he was lying on a heap of branches and leaves 

(Continued on page 14) 
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Prologue to a World Premiere 


By Bob Lee 


Early one morning recently—before most of the other 
residents of Duluth were out of bed—a Lutheran pastor 
iand a layman from his congregation set out for Minne- 
apolis by car. They were on a tight schedule that de- 
manded their return for a dinner meeting at their church 
in Duluth that night. But they made their appointment 
and returned home feeling that the trip was indeed 
worth it all. 


In Minneapolis, they had seen a movie#that’s all. But 
it was no ordinary film. The Duluth visitors were 
among the first in the world to view the recently-com- 
pleted production, “Martin Luther.” Filmed in West 
Germany by Louis de Rochemont Associates for Luther- 
an Church Productions, “Martin Luther” was sponsored 
by six Lutheran groups, including The Evangelical Lu- 
theran Church. 


The preview was by way of introducing to the 
churches of the Upper Midwest the fact that the world 
premiere of “Martin Luther” would open May 4 in Min- 
neapolis at the Lyceum Theatre. As the first public 
showing anywhere, it would have a run of at least two 
weeks. 


Some 1,500 invited guests—clergy and laymen of many 
denominations—attended private screenings in both 
Minneapolis and St. Paul. Afterwards they were invited 
to comment on the film. Seldom has any presentation 
evoked such superlative response from such a diversified 
group within Protestantism. 


A Lutheran pastor, the Rev. A. E. Neve, who drove 
over from Milltown, Wisconsin, to see the film said, “It 
catches the spirit of the original Reformation and trans- 
lates it into the language of today.” 


“Magnificent—not only technically and dramatically 
superb, but evangelical and inspiring!” was the comment 
of the Rev. Eden Nicholas, Wayzata, who has himself ap- 
peared as a dramatic actor in films. 


Many of the representative audience—housewives and 
business men together with pastors—echoed the comment 
of the Rev. Melford S. Knutson of Albert Lea, “I hope 
every person in the Christian world can see it!” 


It might seem perfectly natural that the realization of 
this long-awaited production would excite Lutherans. 
This group, however, might also be the most critical. 


A theological professor called the film “an excellent 
presentation, powerful in its dramatic appeal, vividly 
portrayed. I felt as if I were transplanted to the time of 
Martin Luther.” This comment came from Dr. Robert 
Boyd, of Luther Theological Seminary, St. Paul. 


Other Protestants viewing the film were equally en- 
thusiastic. The pastor at the Westminster Foundation, 


Martin Luther in the pulpit of the Wittenberg parish exho 
his people in sermons that have become famous. The filn 
dramatizes these highlights. ; 


“This is one of the best iherhistibies films and a ren ne| 
cessity in understanding the Reformation.” 


The pastor of Daytons Bluff Baptist Church said simp D 
ly, “Powerfully good!” - 


A Methodist minister from St. Louis Park stated, “Aa 
excellent picture that everyone should see. It provides 
deeper understanding of what the Protestant Reforma! 
tion really was.” 


What actor could possibly please all Lutherans in his 
interpretation and reflection of the character of Martit 
Luther? If the sampling survey from the Twin Citie, 
previews is indicative, the British actor, Niall MacGinnis 
filled the bill to the iret unanimous satisfaction of Li | 
therans and other Protestants. 


A parish worker, Delores Petto, commented, “Terri z 
casting. Luther had all the humor, appeal, wrath, anc 
love of God we had imagined.” 


The Rev. Howard L. Huntzicher, Lake Harriet Metho 
dist Church in Minneapolis, said, “Well directed. § 


perb timing! The character of Luther is most convine 
ing!” 
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RLSTADT, fellow theologian with Luther at the Univer- 
of Wittenberg, is played by Alastair Huntuer. As the 
formation movement gains momentum and spreads across 
tope, Luther finds it necessary to repudiate Carlstadt for 
extremist position. 


AR VON STAUPITZ is given a remarkably sensitive per- 
rmance by actor John Ruddock. Clerical superior in the 
\gustinian order, von Staupitz becomes Luther’s confidante 
H friend. He sends Luther to the University to study and 
ich, and later, on a mission to Rome. 


JANCELLOR BRUECK reads the Augsburg Confession in 
» famous meeting with Emperor Charles V and the princes 
d theologians. This role in the film is ably handled by the 
ted director, Irving Pichel, who directed “Martin Luther 
location in West Germany. He will attend the opening 


rht in Minneapolis. 
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SPALATIN, Luther’s good friend from his days as a law stu- 
dent, is played by the French actor, Pierre Lefevre. Spalatin 
rises in church and state to the influential position as secre- 
tary to Duke Frederick. He helps to arrange the appoint- 
ment of Luther to the Wittenberg faculty. 


DUKE FREDERICK, elector of Saxony, is portrayed as a 
sympathetic prince by David Horne. After Leipzig’s debates 
and the excommunication of Luther, the Duke refuses to 
turn Luther over to Rome. After the Diet of Worms, Luther 
is given refuge in the Duke’s Wartburg Castle. 


MELANCHTHON, a faculty colleague, supports Luther while 
the theological struggle brews. Actor Guy Verney interprets 
his role of would-be negotiator with restraint. However, 
Melanchthon, as Luther’s spokesman at Augsburg, fails to 
compromise differences with the Roman Church. 


10 


The castle church door at Wittenberg was the bulletin board 
of the town. Here Luther nails his objections to the whole- 
sale hawking of indulgences. 


The pastor of First Augustana Lutheran Church in 
Minneapolis added, “The grandest picture ever done by 
the church and a faithful portrayal of the life and times 
of Luther.” 


When the screen treatment of Luther’s life was first 
planned, it was thought of primarily for showing in 
churches. However, as the production progressed, it be- 
came apparent that the film would rank as a presentation 
of major dramatic importance. The outstanding script, 
authored by Allan Sloane (who wrote “Answer for 
Anne”) and producer Lothar Wolff, paved the way for a 
dramatic triumph. 


The world looked to Lutherans in America to produce 
a good film. Well known was the outstanding work of 
such men as Melvin F. Schlake, who had produced for 
the Missouri synod “Reaching from Heaven” and other 
notable feature-type gospel-centered films, and Henry 
Endress, who was responsible for the famous ULCA 
stewardship films, including “Salt of the Earth” and 
“Like a Mighty Army.” 


Schlake and Endress were chosen as a team for Luth- 
eran Church Productions to scout out the best possible 
artists and technicians to put the life of Luther on film. 


The result, as filmed in Germany by the de Rochemont 
organization and directed by Irving Pichel, was of such 
dramatic stature that its showing also to the non-church 
public became inevitable. 


That means that, after the world premiere in Minne- 
apolis, the way will be opened for “Martin Luther” to be 
distributed nationally. As is usually the case with a cele- 
brated cinema release, the first-run theatres in major 
cities may get the first option. It may take several 
months before this film will be scheduled at the so-called 
“neighborhood” theatres and the circuit of smaller cities 
throughout the land. 
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industry and helps to determine a film’s distribution. Lo- 
cal churches will probably not be able to order 16mm 
prints for their own projection until any national theatri 
cal distribution has run its course. 


Hjortland, senior pastor of Central Lutheran Church) 
was chosen as chairman of the volunteer sponsors com ' 
mittee. He has announced a special discount rate for 
exchange tickets purchased through a church or school} 
organization. j, 
SB 


One hundred twenty thousand such tickets had been } 
released for distribution through Protestant churches of} 
Minnesota three weeks prior to the opening on May 4, 
Performances at the Lyceum Theatre are scheduled daily 


at 2:00, 7:30 and 9:40 p.m. 


7 | 
al. 
7 

“Martin Luther” has been acclaimed as dramatic e a} 
tertainment. Many will be drawn to the box office see as 
ing amusement, escape, or a vicarious experience of liv- 
ing. But what they see there may well have a profound) 


effect upon them. 3 


| 


th 
Although the response to the film from the mass audi4 
ence cannot be accurately predicted, there have been 
some rather overwhelming spiritual reactions evidenced 
already among those who have previewed it. 
An insurance executive from St. Paul stated, “This his: 
tory making event is the most powerful sermon of thi: 
day!” 


' 


A South St. Paul man said the film “makes me want to} 
get down on my knees, seeking God’s will for my life . . 
and to work for the spreading of the Word and the work 
of Christ.” 4 


The parsonage of Luther (Niall MacGinnis) and hee wife 
(American actress Annette Carrell) is the setting for the de- 
lightful scene of a Catechism class. 4 


i 
j 
| 
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BY THE FIRESIDE 


ANOTHER BEAUTY 
are is another beauty now, 
ummer and autumn yield 
whiteness heaped on bush and 
bough, 
fo brooks in crystal sealed. 
‘der a canopy of blue 
arth glitters in the sun; 
ves drip with icicles, and new 
‘rost-arabesques are spun. 
mwrnings are crisp and children shout, 
Their voices bright and clear, 
other beauty blossoms out 
When winter days are here! 
| —Albert Korn 


| 
_ PSALM TWENTY-THREE 
rar Jesus is the Shepherd 
o leads his little lambs, 
n by the still, still waters 
m pleasant pasture lands. 


aen they are tired and weary, 

He lays them down to sleep; 
enemy can harm them 

While Jesus keeps his sheep. 


it, even in the valley 
Where hills are dark and drear 
lambs need fear no evil— 
“or Jesus still is near. 
—Lois J. Erickson 


WILLING HANDS 
By Bertha M. Underberg 
'd finds work for willing hands 
men hearts are filled with yearning 
heed our Lord’s divine commands 
ad keep His searchlight burning. 
tme thoughtless one may drift down- 
stream 
seeking wordly pleasure, 
inless he senses those supreme 
“wards no mind can measure. 


Miaance comes to those on earth 

tho seek the Holy Spirit, 

md fervent prayer brings that re- 
birth 

nat we thru grace inherit— 

ather, bless those willing hands, 

meir tasks of love illumine, 

ntil each mortal understands 

my love for every human. 


GRATITUDE 
Gratitude is like a flower. We plant 
in the soil of our souls. It grows. 
blossoms. It is fragrant. It bears 
it for our enrichment and for the 
sory of God. 
“But a gripe is a weed. We set it out 
the soil of our souls. It grows. It 
iooms. It bears fruit. But its fruit is 
oison. When it sheds its leaves, they 
“op back into the soil of our souls. 
ney decay and the poison from them 
‘is —Ellis A. Fuller. 


GOD IS 


GOD is. Though nations rise and fall, 
Though mountains crash and very 
worlds shall reel, 
Though oceans rise and spill their 
mighty floods, 
Though lightnings flash and rolling 
thunders peal, 
Still, out of all the chaos shall arise 


One mighty truth, and through 
eternity 
It shall endure, though all else pass 
away: 


God is, and evermore shall be. 


GOD is. In every singing bird, 
In every nodding flower and sighing 
breeze, 
In every rushing stream whose waters 
feed 
The thirsty roots of tall and stately 
trees, 
In everything that on the earth abides 
Or has its being in the trackless sea, 
In every heart that beats in human 
breast, 
God is, and evermore shall be. 


GOD is. By virgin woman born 
Upon this earth of dark and sinful 
night, 
He brought His wondrous gifts of peace 
and love, 
And sent His message like a shining 
light 
Of hope to all the sad and stricken 
world. 
His mortal body died upon the tree, 
But by His resurrection He proclaimed 
God is, and evermore shall be. 
—Selected 


SYMPATHETIC 


Eight years working for the firm— 
never absent, never late—then one 
morning he came in an hour and a half 
late, his clothes torn, his face and 
hands scratched and bloody. Asked 
the boss, “Why are you late?” 


“T leaned out the window and fell 
three stories!” 


“That took you an hour and a half?” 
—Rotary Reporter 


“Tt’s monstrous,” shouted an irate 
gentleman to the startled manager of 
a cinema in Canada. 

“What’s the trouble, sir?” asked the 
manager soothingly. 

“I paid two shillings for a seat, and 
I’ve just sat on a couple of tacks left 
carelessly by one of your employees, 
no doubt. It’s disgraceful.” 


biotin 


But the manager was a quick think- 
er. “That’s quite in order, sir,’ he 
said, pointing to a notice. “You will 


observe that all our prices include 
tax.” 


FANCY WRAPPING 


A lady asked a stingy citizen for a 
contribution to the Community Chest 
drive. He held out a dime and a dol- 
lar bill. 


“Which one do you want?” he asked. 


“Mother always told me to take the 
smallest,” she replied sweetly, as she 
picked up the dime. “And Ill just 
take this piece of paper to wrap it in,” 
she continued, picking up the dollar 
bill—tLois Caratti in ’Teens. 


A GUILTY ONE 


C. H. Spurgeon told of the Italian 
duke who visited the boat which was 
propelled by the galley slaves. He 
asked each of the crime for which he 
was suffering punishment. Though 
the details were different, the story 
was about the same. The man him- 
self had done no wrong, but false wit- 
nesses or a bad judge or some other 
slip of justice had brought his pres- 
ent plight. 


But by and by one man said, “It is 
my own fault. I needed money. 
So I stole it. For this I am punished.” 
The duke laid hold on the fellow, say- 
ing, “How terrible that a guilty man 
should be there associated with all of 
these innocents.” Then he gave a par- 
don to the one who had confessed his 


wrong. The others he left pulling at 
their oars. 


Human justice does often miscarry. 
Some innocent men are punished. 
More guilty men go unpunished. 


But under God’s great moral govern- 
ment all the truth is known. Most sin- 
ners are as the galley slaves, saying, “I 
have done no wrong,” or “I have not 
been as evil as others.” They are far 
from any forgiveness or acceptance 
with God. But if there is one who con- 
fesses his need and asks for mercy, he 
may find it. There was an atonement 
made. There is a pardoning Saviour. 
How wonderful! How wonderful! 


But there is no way except through 
His forgiveness. “There is none other 
name given among men, whereby we 
must be saved.”—Exchange 


THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 


A Page For Youth... 


MUVUUUUUNVGUUNNUUQUUUUUUGCONCNUUUICUUNEOUUOUUNOOCNUOUUQUURQUULLLULCLOULLLOULLLULLUUULLUCOALULLQLUCLLLUULLUULALCLLOCLULLCULAULLA LLU ANNNUUNTNUTUUUUUUNUTUUUTLUUVCUUUUUNUUUNUULUUILULUCUUUCULULUUCLOUUUC LUO Nt 


Will Shall Be Dene 


Pastor Carl F. Schattauer 
Storm Lake, Iowa 


God's 


Early one morning several weeks ago I sat before a 
television screen and viewed the atomic explosion from 
Yucca Flat, Nevada. As I sat waiting for the explosion 
I began to think of the great change the atomic bomb was 
making in this world of ours. In time of war it could be 
used for devastating purposes, killing multitudes of God’s 
people and laying waste large areas of God’s earth. On 
the other hand it could be used in time of peace for do- 
mestic and industrial purposes. After this period of con- 
templation came the terrifying explosion. The heat of 
which was felt miles away. The power of which sent a 
mushroom formed cloud into the air thousands of feet. 
All because of the power God put into one of the infini- 
tesimal parts of His nature. 

A similar thought came to me as I sat in the conven- 
tion of the International Luther League held at Dana 
College, Blair, Nebr., April 23rd-26th. The Lord above 
was looking down as leaguers heard pastors tell about 
“Thy Will Be Done on Earth.” As God looks down up- 
on us, we humans are but small atoms in His sight, but 
just the same if we live lives according to His will the 
power within us will be unlimited. This power will make 
us witness to our schoolmates what is Christian in the 
eyes of God. This power will enable us to use the tal- 
ents God has given to us for His glory and adoration. 
This power will create in us a desire to shar ewith God 
the income He has permtited us to earn, so that a theo- 
logical student can be trained in Colombia, South Ameri- 
ca, and another mission station can be stationed in Jap- 
an. 


The power found within the atomic bomb can be as- 
certained, but the power found within Luther Leaguers 
who live and give according to God’s will is beyond cal- 
culation. This power to do God’s will is within us if we 
will only let Him use us. 


All of the speakers were impressive and inspirational. 
Pastor Oscar Anderson, Youth Director of the Young 
People’s Luther League of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church was the guest speaker. He spoke on how God’s 
will is revealed in a person, and also the great joy there 
is in doing God’s will. Other speakers were Pastor Wil- 
liam Hanson, Norwalk, Calif., Pastor Edwin Petrussen, 
Kenmare, North Dakota, Pastor Homer Larsen, Cedar 
Falls, Iowa, Mr. LeRoy Andersen, Trinity Seminary, 
Blair, Nebr., Pastor Hans C. Jersild, President of our 
synod; Pastor M. C. Hagedorn, Detroit, Mich., Pastor 
Archie Madsen, Fremont, Nebr. Opening devotions Fri- 
day and Saturday morning were led by Pastor James OI- 
sen, Farmington, Minn., and Pastor Stanley Carlsen, 
Shelby, Iowa, respectively. 


The business meeting was led by the retiring presi- 
dent, Pastor M. C. Hagedorn. It was observed that the 


be delegates iat large on the Youth Board with no voting 
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Homer Larsen, Edit 


leaguers wanted to have a representative voice in plan- 
ning the program of the International Luther League. 
This was expressed by the Ways and Means Committee 
suggesting to the convention that two Luther Leaguers 


Their presence will give the Youth Board the 
of knowing the desires of the Luther 


power. 
opportunity ° 
League. 

Another move on the part of the leaguers which indi- 
cated their desire for more representation was by elect- 
ing a layman as president. He is LeRoy Andersen, a 
middler at Trinity Theological Seminary, Blair, Nebr. 
In another year Mr. Andersen will be an ordained pastor, 


synodical Luther League that the president, vice presi- 
dent and treasurer have all been laymen. j 


work. As he stood on the platform leading the business 
of the convention he said, “Youth directors never die. 
They just fade away.” This may be true that Pastor 
Hagedorn is fading away as far as our youth work is con=- 
cerned, but as he leaves this task he assumes the respon- 
sibility of Supervisor of Chaplaincy Department of Lu- 
theran Charities, Detroit, Mich. He will long be remem- 
bered for his able eaderan under the guidance of ow 
Lord, Jesus Christ. 
Our new president is also a man of God, and we as 
Luther Leaguers and pastors can be sure that he wi l 
daily call upon God for his guidance and help. His father 
is Pastor E. R. Andersen, Racine, Wisconsin. He has 
one brother who is in the ministry, Pastor Harold An- 
dersen, Indianapolis, Ind., and another brother, Edward, 
who will soon be Bicined into the ministry. God has) 
also given our new president a devoted wife and three 
charming children, Paul, Laurie, and Eric. During the 
last war he served in the navy and experienced the 
bombing of Pearl Harbor. God did not call LeRoy to 
prepare for the ministry until after his discharge from 
the navy, but when the call was heard it was obeyed. — 
Stan Hansen, Poy Sippi, Wisconsin, and now a studeml 
at Dana Golicge! was elected treasurer. He succeeds 
Robert Hansen who will be ordained at the synodical 
convention in Atlantic, Iowa, and will serve our church 
in Oregon and Brooklyn, Wisconsin. 
(Continued on page 14) 
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NEWS AND NOTES 
Continued from page 2) 
The congregation decided to 
ild an addition to the church at their 
pecial meeting on Friday, March 27, 
p53. 
| According to plans, the main part of 
#pe church will be extended south, and 
new parish hall 32 ft. by 38 ft. will be 
ilt to the west. 
| Architect Schmidt of Mankato, Minn. 
i in charge and bids will be let as 
oon as possible. 


4, Why People Don’t Go to Church. 
: ee most common answer according 

Ho a statistical survey is that “They 
ave no time.” The next common 
Winswer is that “The weather is bad.” 
Other answers are that they have no 
' Mothing, and that the church is too far 
Jiway. Some say they can worship 
od better in nature. The fact is that 
a person does not want to attend 
(hurch he finds some excuse. 


Racine, Wis., Immanuel Lutheran 
#-hurch, Rev. Cornelius Hansen, pastor. 
Whe present baptized membership is 
#85. This represents a gain of 24 mem- 
»ers the past year. For local expenses 
e church used $9,589.81, plus the in- 
nome and expenses of the auxiliary 
brganizations. The total benevolent 
Pxpenditures were $6,744.91. 


LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


(We invite our readers to write to the ed- 
tor on questions of interest. The letters 
hould be rather brief, and, if published, 
ay not necessarily reflect the views of the 
* ditor.) 


North Hollywood, Calif. 
April 1, 1953 
ear Editor: 
I write this note to you hoping it 
ill beget some reaction and some ac- 
tion. 
Recently our Home Mission Board 
as forced to turn thumbs down on 
Several wonderful home mission op- 
mportunities (including a new communi- 
ty out here of 10,000 new homes) be- 
eause of lack of funds. I have been 
:alerted to what the E.L.C. has done in 
‘a similar plight. They -have asked 
‘their older congregations to mortgage 
their properties for bank loans, said 
money to be turned over to the Home 
Mission Board for new work. The old- 
er congregations, as I understand it, 
then pay the principal and interest on 
the loans until the missions can take 
over. In this way the older congrega- 
tions as well as the missions, get a new 
challenge. 

The thought occurs to me, why can’t 
our churches do a similar thing? One 
thing I know—some glorious oppor- 
tunities await our church out this way 
should there be eight or a dozen older, 
established congregations that had faith 


THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 


and love enough for such a venture. 
If there are such I suggest they con- 
tact our Home Missions secretary as 


soon as possible. 


THE DANISH TRAVEL AGENCY 


Overseas Passenger Bureau, Inc. 
ELSE P. SEHESTED, Gen. Mer. 


35 WEST 53rd STREET 
NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 


Telephones: 


Circle 5-6146-6147 


Tours Arranged. Hotel Reservations Made. 
Information Free. All Details Can be Arranged by Mail 
TRAVEL TO DENMARK 


Sincerely in Christ, 
Adolph Kloth 
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Place Your Savings Where They'll Be 


Protected... 


Yes, for safety, certainty, and 
enjoyment in retirement let 
your Lutheran Brotherhood 
Life Insurance program pro- 
vide you with a foolproof 
method of systematic savings 
—plus the assured protection 
of your loved ones in event of 
your death! 


A small deposit, at regular + monthly income at your re- 
periods, will guarantee a « tirement age. 


Write today for your complete details of 
the L. B. low cost insurance savings plan. 


ANS UBEEEIE TOUPON,, 
“i oe x @rGears um uSiat META OME uae 


If I save $ a week, how much guaranteed income can my 
family have? 


How much income can I have at age 60 65. ? 
Name_—_—_—___$_$_$_$___$__————_____Ase_____—_ 
Stree 


Me City 


ne—__Stat 


tHIS 1S Your LIFE INSURANCE SOCIETY 


Mutheran Brotherhood 


Ps 608 Second Avenue South ® 


a ras me Wn), es Wee 
BY: [ayes Pat eo ee 


HLEGAL RESERVE LIFE INSURANCE FOR LUTHERANS: ee 
Minneapolis 2, Minn. 
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BELLS AND BULLETS IN JERUSALEM 
(Concluded from page 4) 

are active growing Lutheran congregations. The mem- 
bers of these congregations are largely inter-related. Al- 
most without exception they have been dealt the same 
unjust and cruel blow. All of them are being ministered 
to, with things spiritual and material, by the L.W.F. All 
of them manifest a deep loyalty and a grateful attach- 
ment to the Church. All of them will continue to look 
wistfully to the Lutheran World Federation for the veri- 
est necessities of soul and body. We are confident that 
they will not look in vain. 


SOME SNAPSHOTS FROM JAPAN 
(Concluded from page 7) 


under an arched cover of branches that were stuck in the 
ground with their upper ends tied together so as to make 
a kind of very interimistic roof. Sitting up halfway he 
could look out between the branches and he found that 
he knew the place very well, as it was one where char- 
coal was burned, and during the winters one of his jobs 
had been to climb this mountain, and carry as many 
sacks as his back would permit down to the town. The 
shelter was built by the charcoal burners and he had 
frequently taken a little rest in it before he had to shoul- 
der his heavy burden and walk the long way down the 
mountain side and into the town. 


After getting his bearings he prayed and although very 
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weak he was able to get down the mountain, but whejj 
he had to pass through a part of the town he hesitated ¢ 
he did not want to show himself in a night-robe, so h 
waited until the sun was down before going home. 
joy was immense. That a miracle had happened was un 
deniable. It became a nine-days wonder, and the react 
tion was rather strong. “That Jesus must after all be 
powerful one, none of our gods could have done that 
Tsubone was looked upon with more respect than forn 
erly and it was found wise not to speak too disrespectful 
ly about his God. 

Pastor J. P. Nielsen succeeded in getting a churel 
built in Hida. It still stands or rather parts of it do fe 
it has been enlarged twice. When I was there recent 
156 crowded into it; 28 wrote down their names ani 
addresses as they were desirous of learning more. 
thought it could not be better, but when Dr. Inadomi wa 
there a month later they had 162 in the same chure 
The brothers Tsubone were there and their child 
were there, some of them are full time workers in t 


vineyard. 


GOD’S WILL SHALL BE DONE 
(Concluded from page 12) qh, 
Many, many times we heard the words, “Thy Will Br 


\s 
is 

*! 

zh) 


Done on Earth,” as we listened to the convention speak 
ers. 


Now that we have returned to our various home}: 
throughout the United States and Canada, it is our du 
to bring back the inspiration which we received at 
convention so that “God’s will shall be done.” 
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Court to Hear Dispute 
Between Lutherans 


Chesterfield, Mo.—Hearings will be 
held in St. Louis County circuit court 
at Clayton April 14 on a dispute be- 
tween two factions of Trinity Lutheran 
church here, each of which claims the 
title to the church property. 


The majority faction belongs to the 
Lutheran ‘Church-Missouri Synod. The 
minority group identifies itself with 
the Orthodox Lutheran Conference 
which was formed in Sept. 1951 at Ok- 
abena, Minn., by Missouri Synod pas- 
tors and laymen who withdrew from 
the Synod on the ground that it was 
becoming “too liberal’ theologically. 


The minority’s claim to ownership 
of the church is based on an action 


taken at a membership meeting in 
1951, shortly after the Conference was 
formed, at which it was unanimously 
voted to join this group. The majority 
faction maintains, however, that this 
action, was not valid, since, they say, 
only proponents of a break attended 
the meeting. 


Meanwhile, both factions are using 
the church property by court ruling. 
The majority group instituted suit in 
St. Louis County circuit court in Jan- 
uary, 1952. 


They obtained an injunction, ef- 
fective July 1952, giving them use of 
the church from 7:45 a.m. to 9:15 a.m. 
every Sunday for services. 


The minority faction, led by their 
pastor, the Rev. G. G. Shupmann, has 


Chil- 
Total dren’s 
Received Homes 


School General 
Fund Fund _ Mission Mission Mission Fund 


Synodical Budget 
Previously acknowledged 


meron seteratrediotectoomersonadcentecseeree [192191-60]|20717.16 75000.00|21857.50/34870.00|6600.00|1842.00|80305 


Council Bluffs, Ia., Miriam Guild of Our Savior’s Church 


Bowbells, N. Dak., Bethlehem Luth. Church 
Bone Lake, Wis., St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 


Des Moines, Ia., Highland Park Luth. Church 


Cedar Falls, Ia., Nazareth Luth. Church 


Cedar Falls, Ia., friends in memory of Mrs. Chris Petersen . 
Cedar Falls, Ia., friends in memory of B. C. Condit 
Ruskin, Nebr., Harvey Hansen of Bethany Luth. Church 
Ruskin, Nebr., Lawrence Peterson of Bethany Luth. Church 


Ruskin, Nebr., Bethany Luth. Church 
Del Rey, Calif., Pella Luth. Church 
Oyens, Iowa, 
Viborg, S. Dak., Bethany Luth. Church 


Monireal, Canada, St. Ansgar Luth. Church .. 


Blair, Nebr., Dr. C. B. Larsen 


Gethsemane Lutheran Church ..... 


93||20971.36|64107.06|21384.29 


use of the church at other times. | 

In preparation for the court hearinf! 
the minority has encircled the chure] 
with large signs setting forth differ}! 
ences in theological doctrine betwee! 
the Lutheran Church-Missouri Syn 
and the Orthodox Lutheran Confer 
ence. 3 


a i 
KOK KOKO OK OK OKO OOK OK OK OK OK OK OKI OK| 
Now Available Price $1.00 ea 


llth BIENNIAL CONVENTION ~— 
REPORT | 

of the | 

AMERICAN LUTHERAN 4 
CONFERENCE 3 

Held at Minneapolis, Minnesota — 
November 12-13, 1952 
Order from Lutheran Publ. House 
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Pen-_ 


Home Indian Utah sion 


|30081.54|727 


9.78|2882.01|28607.8 


ry 11, 1953 THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 15 


outh, Me., Emmaus Luth. Church, Apr 

cial eras Ord (rere Mane, Seeder in ns eu atgeneres 

bon, is. Mrs. Marentine Hansen of St. John’s Luth. Church ee. 
den, Nebr., Bethany Luth. Church ei 
ell, Nebr., Farwell Luth. Church 


il Mission money $13.15, Spe-| ................ 


| 278.86 


iby, Ia., United Ev. Luth. Church 
aeyeelo ee TeCuaNVVIOr Ors. 2: ..5- OMY ares. Sel fe dake thec 
re cme Toe seme LY OW UTGH. yi. isavascvecueaxsenesdeacactsdstectes cessseaacnoecavev aves 
amark, Wis., the Hd Johnson family in memory of Mrs. Johnson 
Eye wonteeiremana, Mrs, INelsiiBach 20y..20...-c.ld.. kaos decseess 
i Oe tire Cx COs UCI eC IUIT CI apn ce cercs Servet gece cts eceinvoguctnwiiieasauvnssres ss vavsevavacieecers 
stby, Mont., Mr. and Mrs. George Nelson in memory of Chris Nelson .. 
itown, Wis., Milltown Luth. Church 
gsmark, Wis., Miss Ruth Johnson ........... 
Wettinger, Ia., St. Paul’s Luth. Church 
liter, la. Nazareth Luth. Church ...... 
IBLDE. Ub die, 1B ING). Base tea ote; ce aber ee En I Sear Co ae ante ar einee 
rtland, Ore., Bethany Luth. Sunday School, Easter offering and birth- 
dicts aT A 0D Som orcs eatin eee ord eS trata ge ou 8e Seg Sessa ssiee ncaa nmadeantamales ookaser oaiweresees 


Pa C CV mela OUI ESA VIOLAR  OUULCH! fo c.coct-sscssscsscecnscessersasceccsersevesucseomescesuanenens’ 
TOTAL 
South 

~ECIAL MISSIONS Total Japan Amer. Santal Sudan Jewish China L.W.A. Gen Fd. 

i Received Mission Mission Mission Mission Mission Mission Centers Missions 
‘EQUI? RCE aetna eee _|61567.41][13045.37]16240.78] 8372.49]13204.13] 920.27| 200.01] 9001.86] 582.50 
kenah, Wis., Mrs. Peter Oskar for construction of Mission | ee a ee |e | cece 

Stromal ieeN Onin, Sale aieeses es eee ae chen tteiwnes tats ace tachesvscouasisanassoneesaesees 


| 


It Lake City, Utah, Tabor Lutheran Church offering ........ 
neil Bluffs, Ia., Miriam Guild of Our Savior’s Church 
mot, N. Dak., Mrs. Marcia Hamre for support of Tadumuna.. | 
sstbrook, Maine, Trinity Luth. Sunday School 
Pree Soa. metnamye uutne Church i renec..c.secee 
Mehinson, Minn., Junior Mission Society ............c.csccscecccsssseessoensnee 
rrmington, Minn., the Ladies Aid for Life Membership for | 
Mrs. I. M. Hansen, Mrs. Emil Klatt and Mrs. Fred Miller .. 
bert Lea, Minn., Mission Circle No. 2 toward Helen Daniel- 
Gia. REVIEW SIZE) sence aopnoccinca. hbo 7a encarta gaaaaeee cose seneoee Ger conceRcoceS 00], 5 ac ; 
ietland, Trinity Sunday School ..........-:s..c.cccesescssenrececccccssesnsereeesoes ‘ ; : pal ee Sah 
semont Bluffs, Nebr., Trinity Luth. Church «ou... cece : SWS) 1 OOS 
ytemont Bluffs, Nebr., Sunday School of Trinity Church ............ | 25] eA: u2 eee eallo ke 
selby, Ia., the Lutheran Sunday School .... in 
ezon Wis, St. Johns Church) .........-.........- 
artland, Wis., Mrs. Marentine Hansen 
’Cabe, Mont., Ebenezer Luth. Sunday School ...........cccceeeseeeeee 
eenville, Mich., Mr. and Mrs. M. C. Stricker in memory of 
VARS OMECOreT IN INLETS OMI set OuUN CAO Oat cecseaceeey . cle eo tiet os dns sense shissesevsevdssaonenuse dates 
SimwolleNebr,, Matwell Douth) Church 2...0......-0.c-ccorssssanenscoe-nanoseoseee 
lirwell, Nebr., Lenten boxes: Mr. and Mrs. H. Bengelman $5, |... 
Mr. and Mrs. S. Klanecky $5.20, Mr. and Mrs. H. Platek | .............. 
$2.70, Mrs. Carrie Wickman and Hattie $2.50, Mr. and Mrs. | .............. 
Bima See Oem eG Ac Oley cee- cece saree wecswarinctecsbaczoonssseedayeswaseeosssesrorsaeenre> | ‘ 
rashington Island, Wis., Trinity Luth. Sunday School -<...........-. | 
forgan, Minn., Bethany Luth. Sunday School, Easter offering... 
hadubon, Ia., Magnus Madsen of Eben-Ezer CUM CH eecccevecccosssyseom 
enmark, Wis., Our Savior’s Luth. Sunday School ..........e | os 
xiney, Mont., Mr. and Mrs. Nels Bach for support of MATH Ve! |) <<. ecee| | -s-ncneer cone deeteeecdeveney) oseeeceeneenee| consecseccsces] seucescezcee | oe2 
PTOLICCE SIT Ne OUG am IMISSIOM ices scecssssc2secssenscravssesreressstonsecereses : S30 : 
syvatonna, Minn., Our Savior’s Luth. Sunday School ..................5 cf 20 : . 
~aettinger, Ia., St. Paul’s Luth. Church 0... scepter | OOO ON ann 


CHURCH AND SCHOOL DRIVE 
Dana Church 


Ree hua test ier wa. Received with thanks. Blair, Nebr., April 30, 1953. 


meviously acknowledged ........i 199789.438]|120013.27|79776.16 EEN AS ep 
licago, Ill, Mr. and Mrs. Marius Ohl- E 

“sen in memory of Mrs. Hansine Niel- 
sen of Atonement Church... 


i 117.00 from Mrs. C. M. Béndixsen, Sleepy Eye, Minn., given in memory of her husband from 
HU Ce Nae he Publishing House this and many other gifts were not acknowlerged in the papers. 
H. J. Hansen, Treas. 


PLEASE NOTE: On Febr. 1 c 1 
very large number of friends. Due to the fire in t 
is notice is published at the request of Mrs. Bendixsen. 
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DIAMONDS ON THE LAWN 


By Jessie Whiteside Finks 


Surely I’m a child of a king, for ov- 
er the lawn this dewy May morning 
are scattered diamonds in profusion. 
I dare not tread on the grass else I dis- 
turb a gleaming gem; so from my 
window I enjoy my wealth untold. 


Jesus said: “I am the light of the 
world.” He made the sun, moon and 
stars to give us light. We know that 
“every good gift and every perfect gift 
is from above, and cometh down from 
the Father of lights.” And when one 
ray of sunlight is refracted in a dew- 
drop, giving me the gorgeous gem it 
does, we can know, then, what breath- 
taking beauty must await us in the 
Holy City where the Source of all 
light dwells. 


And Jesus said: “Ye are the light of 
“the world”; but many are confused to- 
day and think that activity is synony- 
mous with the light of which He spoke. 
But that is not true, for in this respect 
we may glitter and even blaze like an 
icicle in the sun, but we do not shine. 
A Christian shines because he is lum- 
inous and not because he wills to do 
so. He is impelled from within—con- 
strained iby the love of Christ indwell- 
ing him. In true Christian activity 
there is no tension or pressure, haste 
or confusion, but the giving of oursel- 
ves in loving service, without thought 
of fanfare. It is Christ in us, making 
us radiant Christians. 


Radiance is a delightful word. We all 
love sparkle, brilliance and gleam. 
The world knows this, and that is why 
it seeks to attract through the medium 
of flashing neon signs and myriads of 
lights. But manmade attractions can- 
not cope with the light that cometh 
down from above when given full 
sway in our hearts; so what we need 


today is radiant Christians, serving 
radiantly. 
We need 
“Beamy radiance that imbues 
Whate’er it strikes with gemlike 


SEATS ESR TE TS 


GUYERand HANSEN 
LOANS 


INSURANCE — REAL ESTATE 
Successor to N. T. Lund Co. 


BLAIR, NEBRASKA 
H. Lyle Guyer P. V. Hansen 


LTTE PRY 
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hues,” 
as Wordsworth expresses it. Scintil- 
lating saints, if you please. When we 
are fully surrendered to Him, we will 


25c COLORING BOOKS 
Mew 


work and color. 
ture reference with 


picture puzzles, 


school. 


CHILDREN AROUND THE WORLD 


By Vera Kennedy Gohman. A mission- 
ary coloring book with pictures of chil- 
dren’s activities in the U. S., Mexico, 
South America, Africa, Egypt, Palestine, 
Lapland, India, Tibet, China, Japan, ete. 
Has a 2-page picture of Christ and the 
children of 14 countries. Two-color cover, 


CHILDREN IN THE BIBLE 


By Cecile Lamb. Pictures are of favorite 
children in the Bible, such as Moses, Dan- 
iel, Hsther, Ruth, Jesus, Saul, Timothy, 
and others. 15 Old Testament and 15 New 
Testament pictures. No. 2422. Price, 25c. 


HOW BIBLE CHILDREN LIVED 


By Vera Kennedy Gohman. A coloring 
book with a purpose. Ruth and Benjamin, 
brother and sister in old Palestine, almost 
become real-life characters in these draw- 
ings of everyday life. Two-color cover. 
NOs 242 Ree ress. wccstteeaieecucteentsytwsvardcbiccoaseeeee 25¢. 


THE LIFE OF JESUS (TWO BOOKS) 


Two books of outline pictures covering 
the period in Jesus’ life from Birth to 


SuTheran Publishing F 


200 SOUTH FIFTH S 


nn 


BLAIR, NEBRASKA 


Bible Picture Puzzle Books 


Two books with all kinds of puzzles to 


32 pages, size, 84x11 inches, in each 

book. Price, 25c. each. 

No. 2424. BIBLE PICTURE PUZZLE 
BOOK, OLD TESTAMENT. Numer- 


ous picture puzzles dealing with Old 
Testament events and people. 


No. 2425. BIBLE PICTURE PUZZLE 
BOOK, LIFE OF CHRIST. Many 


events in the life of Christ. 


Sible Coloring Sertes 


Each of the following fie books has approximately 30 outline pictures with brief storia 
Use them for gifts, rewards, and handwork in home, Sunday school, vacation and weekday 
Each book has 32 pages, 8% x 11 inches. Order by title and number below: . 
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as naturally communicate good as ' 
sun communicates its beams 
makes diamonds on the lawn. d 

The Free Methodist — 


Brief story and Scrip- Bible Pictlre 8 = 
each picture puzzle. % Puzzle ‘B00 


sc THE- LIFE OF <CHRISE® 


all concerned with 


WEBOOK WOR es 


STORIES OF PAUL 
30 big outline pictures on the life of Paul 
A brief story of the picture, Scripture refer 
ence, picture title, and memory verse accom 


Ascension. Related Scripture reference pany each picture. Children will enjoy Bibl 
under each picture. learning with the help of this book. Two-eolo 
Book One) No.2431.0 ee eee 25c. cover. : 
Book Two, INOG 243 Oita coceterastexaccsayecteccestccte 2B5C; . NOs '2438 ox wcsessccneontssocensseeeese enone 
ead 300 
ecoud O1HO 6 snann 
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